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 20 10 NEWSLETTER  

The October Launch Day Reunion 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day began with a rowing event on Bideford Quay; which involved both the Searle brothers rowing with 

school crews in a race against each other. The students were thrilled to have been able to row alongside the 

Olympic Gold medal winners. 

 

The Open Day at the School was a resounding success; after 

the official launch by Baroness Kathleen Richardson OBE, 

parents, friends and associates came to see how well the 

School had established itself in the old Edgehill campus. 

There were stalls and exhibitions in all areas of the School to 

showcase what Kingsley School has to offer. Many ex-pupils 

from all three originating schools came to visit and look at the 

exhibition of memorabilia on display in the Conference Room 

and in the Hon 

Secôs classroom; 

which was visited 

by many old boys and girls over the course of the day. 

 

In the afternoon many folks enjoyed the strawberry tea served 

up in the School dining hall. In the evening the Association 

held an AGM and dinner at the Riversford Hotel. 
For more pictures, visit: 

http://www.kingsleyschoolbideford.co.uk/Kingsley_News_Open_Day_Row

_Gallery.html AND 

http://www.kingsleyschoolbideford.co.uk/Kingsley_News_Open_Day_Scho

ol_Gallery.html 

http://www.kingsleyschoolbideford.co.uk/Kingsley_News_Open_Day_Row_Gallery.html
http://www.kingsleyschoolbideford.co.uk/Kingsley_News_Open_Day_Row_Gallery.html
http://www.kingsleyschoolbideford.co.uk/Kingsley_News_Open_Day_School_Gallery.html
http://www.kingsleyschoolbideford.co.uk/Kingsley_News_Open_Day_School_Gallery.html
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AGM REPORT  

AGM 

Held at the Riversford Hotel 

At 6.30 pm, 10th October 2009 

Present:  Ashley Clements ɀ President, Fo Edmonds (nee Ayers) ɀ Hon Sec, Olly Higgs, Peter 
Somerset, Tony Thornburn, James Finlay, Michael Cane, Norman Baker, Clive Rickerby, John 
Rowcroft, Chris Smith, Paul Bowkett, Richard Brayne-Nicholls, David Shawe, Howard Bone, Kathryn 
Gundle (nee Wills), Shaun Gundle, Bruce Marshall. 

Apologies:  Mark Jones, Charlie Gregson, Mary Hook, Jeremy Axworthy, Damian Ellacott, Chris Clark, 
Dawn Lister, Andrew Webb, Mark Williams, Tim Baker, Tony Clear, Andrew Gabriel. 

 

1. Welcome ɀ President  

The President welcomed everyone to, what he explained was, a very significant and important 

evening for the Association. Having missed some meetings in recent years due to various 

circumstances it was vitally important to have this meeting now to decide the future of the 

Association. He reported back that he and the Hon Sec had briefly attended the beginning of the 

%ÄÇÅÈÉÌÌ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ !'- ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÄȡ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȭÓ 

meeting, invited them to join us, and explained that anything we set up would be in the form of a 

ȰÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎȱ Á×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÕÓȢ 4ÈÅÉÒ #ÈÁÉÒÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ 

would be in contact with us in due course. The President felt that it was important for us to make this 

move so that there would be something for future leavers of Kingsley School to join; he 

acknowledged that the decision was ultimately for the members present to make. 

 

2. Financial Report ɀ Hon Sec 

The Hon Sec went through the accounts presented to the meeting. She explained that a new bank 

ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÔ ÕÐ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓȢ 4ÈÅ 

amount of income shown only represented approximately one third of the annual income for various 

reasons. Because of the transfer of the bursary to the Northdown site, and the subsequent 

restructure of the networking and accounting computer systems, the transfer of the membership fees 

ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ 4ÅÒÍȭÓ ÂÉÌÌÓ ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÁÄÅȢ ,ÁÓÔ !ÕÔÕÍÎ 4ÅÒÍȭÓ ÆÅÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 

added to the amount shown as due from the school; which is still awaiting transfer from the old 

Ȱ'ÒÅÎÖÉÌÌÅ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ,ÔÄȱ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ×ÏÕÎÄ ÕÐȢ 0ÈÉÌÌÉÐ "ÅÌÌ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄȟ 

Shaun Gundle seconded and the accounts were accepted by the meeting. 

3. Change to Kingsley Association  

The President opened the discussion by explaining that he felt we had no option ɀ our income stream 

is dependent upon fees collected through the school bill (throughout the first five years of their 

schooling), we need to be the Association that the current students will be joining when they leave in 

order to provide some continuity. 

Phillip Bell agreed and added that with no income the Association is dead in the water and no longer 

viable unless we start to charge our members an additional fee each year to remain members. He felt 

that an ex-pupils association needed to be part of an active school and if we did not make this change 
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then we would not be. There was a general feeling of agreement with this and Phillip Bell proposed, 

Peter Somerset seconded and the motion to change the name of the Association to the Kingsley 

Association was passed unanimously. 

 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ Á ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÖÏÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ȰÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÎÇȱ ÌÉÎÅ 

underneath the name of the Association. One or two felt that it was time to drop it and keep things 

simple, whilst others felt it was important to acknowledge the origins of the Association within the 

letter heading and on the website front page. In the end it was agreed by majority vote that the words 

ȰÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÎÖÉÌÌÅ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅÌÌÁ -ÁÒÉÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ɀ with 

the Edgehill Association added should they decide to join us. 

 

In the discussion that followed various points were made: 

Kathryn Gundle noted that we need to stay focused on what we are and why we are ɀ which will be 

essentially the same reasons as the Edgehill Association. 

The President suggested there would be some negotiating and discussions to be had with regard to 

money. 

Bruce Marshall explained to the meeting how the merger with the Stella Maris Association had 

progressed; in that their money was transferred but allowed to be ring-fenced for specific 

expenditure. 

Richard Brayne-Nicholls suggested we should make the same arrangements with the Edgehill 

Association.  

Bruce Marshall suggested that we were dealing with two different groups ɀ the membership of the 

EA and the ex-pupils of Edgehill who had never joined them. 

Kathryn Gundle felt that if the EA joined it would possibly generate more interest from the second 

ÇÒÏÕÐȢ 3ÈÅ ÆÅÌÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ȰÌÁÕÎÃÈȱ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ 

attract the ex pupils of all three schools. 

The President explained that the School and the PFA (Kingsley Friends) were planning a big Ball 

sometime next year and we should join in with that. 

Phillip Bell suggested that the right way forward would be to have the EA Chair as the Vice-President 

for the first year of the new Association. 

The discussion then went on to other matters ɀ e.g. prizes -  which, it was eventually agreed, would 

have to be decided at a future time once we knew if the EA were going to be joining  us ɀ as they 

would have a view to contribute. 

Richard Brayne-Nicholls suggested that the meeting should vote to allow the elected Officers to make 

a proposal to the EA and enter discussions about the finer details on our behalf. He proposed and 

Bruce Marshall seconded that the offer should be made for an open membership of the Kingsley 

Association with their Chair as Vice-President to serve alongside the President for the next year. The 

motion was carried unanimously. 

 

4. Election of Officers  

The meeting felt that to have a change of officers at his point would not be helpful in the discussions 

to be had with the EA. Richard B-N. proposed and Shaun G. seconded that Ashley Clements continue 

as President and Fo Edmonds as Hon Sec for the next year. The motion was carried. The Hon Sec 

pointed out that the post of Hon Sec had traditionally been a staff member appointed by the Head to 

act as a liaison with the Association, Michael Cane confirmed this. 
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Richard B-N. asked if the school would continue to manage the accounts or if the Association now 

needed a Treasurer as we had a separate bank account. He volunteered to fill this post if no-one else 

wanted to. The Hon Sec explained that since the opening of the bank account she had been acting in 

both capacities as Hon Sec and Treasurer.  

Shaun G. proposed and Chris Smith seconded that the Association appoint a Treasurer for the first 

time in its history ɀ carried. This was swiftly followed by a vote proposed by Shaun G. and seconded 

by Howard Bone that Richard B-N. be elected as Treasurer ɀ carried. 

 

5. A.O.B 

Tony Thornburn suggested that, in the future, changes of officers should be staggered so as to retain 

continuity and fairness. The President said that we should be looking to make donations to the school 

in the future, as we had in the past. It was agreed that the Prizes for the next year should stay the 

same ɀ with the addition of anything agreed with the EA if they join us. It was also suggested that if 

the EA decided against joining us we should publicise the Kingsley Association as open to all ex 

pupils of the three legacy schools. John Rowcroft felt that we were, again, moving into territory that 

could not be covered until we knew if the EA were going to be joining us. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.40 pm. 

UPDATE: 

The President, Hon Sec, and Treasurer have had further discussions and have written to the Edgehill 

Association to make the offer agreed at the AGM. As yet we have had no response other than an expression 

of thanks for the information and an indication that they are still in discussion about this issue. We also 

discussed ideas for future leaversô gifts for new members and have decided that a college/university style 

woollen scarf would be an appropriate item which could be given to both sexes on leaving the school; the 

school does not currently have a uniform scarf. 

 

 

A note from your  Hon.  Sec.   

  

Please spread the word about the  online e mail announcement list; we currently only have 353 people 

signed up for this (18% of our membership). I know many more visit the website and get their updated 

information that way. However, they may be missing out on announcements which are only made through 

the e mail system. The more people we have using it, the more inclusive it will become. So, tell all the ex-

pupils you are currently in contact with to sign up today! 

 

To do this, click on ñRegisterò from the main menu and enter the e mail address, choose ñsubscribeò and 

click ñdo it nowò. 
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NEWS 
We seem to have a very reduced news section this year! Please send me your news - even if it isn't news to 

you, it is of interest to your peers! An e mail to  honsec@kingsleyassociation.co.uk would be fine - or you 

can post a message on the "items for the next newsletter" thread on the forums pages.     

 

http://www.kingsleyassociation.co.uk/forums/showthread.php?t=121  

 

 

 

SALE OF STOCK 
 

We have items of Grenville Association stock remaining. Once we have issued joining gifts to the existing 

Upper 6th and Year 11 leavers, this summer, these items will become obsolete. As mentioned in the 

minutes update, we are discussing new ideas for the KA joining gift.  If you would like to purchase any of 

these, please contact me, as above. 

 

The items we have are as follows: 

 

5 x Rugby Shirts bought (circa 1999) @ £10 

7 x Polo Shirts bought (circa 1999 @ £7 

As well as the Ties, Lapel Pins and Silk Scarves. (I will have a better idea of stock remaining and prices 

once we have issued some to the leavers.) 

 

 

 

âè         NEWS         À¼ 
 

Two for Tommyôs! 
 

 

 

Association members Katie Pratt (headgirl ï 2003/4) and Adam 

Bott are running this yearôs London Marathon to raise funds for the 

Tommyôs baby charity. If you would like to support them please go 

to the Just Giving website:  

 

http://www.justgiving.co.uk/katieandadam  

 

 

 
 
 

1966 - 73 
Balsdon, Diane (now Daniel)  

"I have two grown up sons, one working in Bristol and one working on the farm. I have recently become a 

grandmother. I work part time in Dad's shop as well as helping out on my husband's farm. It would be 

lovely to get in touch with anyone who remembers me." 

 

mailto:honsec@kingsleyassociation.co.uk
http://www.kingsleyassociation.co.uk/forums/showthread.php?t=121%20
http://www.justgiving.co.uk/katieandadam
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1985  - 92 
Ellacott, Damien 

Damien sent this update: 

"Last you heard I was still in the RAF flying and instructing on Hawk trainer jets based at RAF Valley on 

Anglesey. In 2002 I completed my tactics and weapons training at the NATO Flying Training school at 

Cold Lake, Canada. After that I was posted onto the Jaguar Ground Attack aircraft and was based at 

RAF Coltishall near Norwich for 3 years. 

In 2005 I was selected for the Red Arrows Aerobatic team and spent the summers of 06, 07 and 08 having 

a fantastic time performing some 250+ air displays in over 25 countries from the USA to Malaysia. 

During that time I was very proud to be able to perform a flypast over Moreton House which was watched 

by most of the school. 

In Jan 09 I left the RAF and moved to Abu Dhabi, UAE where I now work for a US defence contractor on 

flight training projects for the UAE military and civilian aviation sectors 

I got married to Selina in Aug 08 and we are now expecting twin boys in Oct of this year (09)." 

Congratulations to Damien and Selina and we quite understand why they were not at the dinner in 

October! 

2000 - 02 
Hall, Stefan 

Stefan, who boarded in Scott House,  would love to hear from anyone who was at school with him. He 

emigrated to Australia after leaving school. 

1987 - 95 Ivatts, Justin  

Justin and his wife Katrina adopted their son Miles Jungbin Ivatts from South Korea in December 2008. 

He was eight months old. "Since bringing him home we have celebrated his first birthday on 31st March 

2009 in the traditional Korean fashion of a Tol ceremony where Justin as the father dangles him over a 

table of objects, which each signify a possible future for example a piece of string means long life. 

Apparently Miles is going to be musical and sports orientated, which we can believe as he loves the sound 

of music and is very active. He is now 21 months and walking with a steadily developing vocabulary."  

 

In other new Justin has just entered the priesthood discernment process for the Episcopal Diocese of 

Virginia. 

 

1995 - 97 
Thasnanipan, Mac 

Mac responded to the last mailing with his e mail and his news: 

He is now studying for a Masters Degree at the London School of Economics & Political Science. 

1961 - 66 Tyndall, Bill  

"I thought I had better update my details. I took early retirement from Network Rail 3 years ago. My wife 

and I moved up to Colwall, near Great Malvern, in Febuary 2007. I now work part time in the local 

Waitrose store. We have twin grandsons via our eldest daughter. Still involved with Railway preservation. 

Would like to hear from any one in the Hereford/Worceter/ Glos. area" 

 

1987 - 92 
Whithouse, Mark  

Mark e mailed in response to the last mailing: 

"I thought that I would let you know that I am still in contact with the following old boys; 

Ben Watkins, who is now a teacher and living in Liverpool. 

Nick Bedford, who is an IT administrator, and is married with two boys living in London. 

Rik Barnett, who works for a US engineering company and is living in Canada and the UAE. 

John Simmonds, who works for a US computer company, is married with two boys and lives in London. 

Alex Seymour, who works for a UK computer company, is married with one child near Exeter. 

Sean O´Connor, who works as a Pubic Servant in the transport sector in London. 

I am working for a US computer company, am married with two children and living in Australia." 

 

1994 - 04 Wong, Hollis  

Hollis recently contacted us with his news. He graduated with a First Class Honours Degree in Geography 

from the University of Melbourne and is now applying to undertake a PhD in the same discipline. 

 

Well done, Hollis! 
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DESTINATIONS 
 
 


